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Characters:

A Woman - soprano

Her Sister - soprano

Her Son, a Child - non singing, non speaking

Lotis, a tree, who was once a woman - non singing, non speaking

Instrumentation:

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet (Bb doubling bass)
Trumpet (in C)

Trombone

Harp

Piano

Violins x 2

Violas x 2

Cellos x 2

Double Bass

Percussion, | player (Bass Drum only)

plus Electronics: stereo sound samples to be cued from a laptop (using MaxMSP software).

An additional 'laptop player' is required for this purpose.

Score is Transposed

Scene:
A young woman haunted by looping memories from her past undergoes a strange and liberating transformation.

At the centre of the stage is a lake. Behind, on a screen, there is an image of trees; luminous, green and inviting. To the left of the scene,
on the open ground in front of the lake, a single tree grows. Here and there, flowers grow or have fallen on the ground.

The stage is dimly lit. The characters stand on a ridge overlooking the lake. The Woman is in the middle, her sister to her left and her
young son to the right. The women wear plain dresses, the child’s clothes are also plain;it isn’t clear where or when the piece is set.

Each character is holding a few flowers.

A light isolates the figure of the mother. Her eyes are closed tight.
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Music by Nick Fells
Libretto by Zoé Strachan
Woman: at the opening, she is experiencing a recurring memory of rape - a memory from which she cannot escape; this creates a 'memory loop'
J =132 that occurs several times throughout the piece in a similar way. The style is sprechstimme: quiet, nervous, tentative, introverted and halting/stuttering ad. lib:
- we are in her internal world. She breathes harshly and haltingly between utterances. Occasionally she nervously jerks her head upwards, as if catching glimpses
of the world outside of her thoughts. — r—
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Woman strolls, making a daisy chain perhaps; upper note of cl & fl entry
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Woman only: accellerando - independent of ensemble/conductor;
conductor cues cut off for voice and ensemble, when Woman's repetition

and speed are too much to bear
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(Woman picks another flower, then another, as the memory loop intensifies)
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